























BELOW: Excellent
engine access

for all but the
water strainer

e a cabin is the real selling point of the yacht. A
fully rectangular king-sized berth lies amidships wit
similarly luxurious mattress. Stowage is plentiful wit
multiple upright lockers, plus drawers, cubby holes,
changing seat, vanity table, and even space fora s
large heads with separate shower is to starboard, w
the washing machine sits in its own locker. My only
criticism is that because the berth is high enough to
accommodate the bathing platform and stern thrust
there isn't full sitting headroom at the a end of the
boat, from where | would want to enjoy the view wit
a cup of tea in bed in the mornings.

THE SCIENCE BIT

e real heart of true blue-water boats is the technica

system, and the Saare 47 doesn't disappoint. Acces

the large engine space is via double doors in the a

cabin. Electrical systems are handled in a separate

locker under the companionway at the forward end

this compartment. In here are all the chargers, inver

and management systems required to handle the 1

24V and 48V systems running on this boat (all from

Victron), thanks to the 3.6kW output 48V Bamar

alternator, and the 14.5 kWh lithium battery bank thi

serves. ese enable powerful winches, thrusters an

windlasses, without the need for additional battery

banks, thanks to minimal voltage drop and thinner

cable runs at higher voltages. e real boon is the

ability to do away with gas, ending the challenges o

nding suitable bottles and regulators in every new

country, not to mention the safety risks. Cooking a

meal takes just over 1kWh, so you can cook for a w

without needing to charge up, and your kettle will bo

in no time. Plus you can run 240V systems whenev

you need, without the need for a separate generato
Much thought has been given to accessing servic

and making it easy to service everything without

deconstructing the boat. Only good-quality xtures

and ttings have been chosen — the fridges for exa

are seawater-cooled, using seacock heat exchange

ttings, minimising the number of holes in the hull.
Finally, construction is done properly. Starting at t

bottom, there’s the Finnish cast lead keel, bolted int

the deep keel stub which ensures precise keel

alignment and a deep bilge sump. A metre either si

of the keel and around the rudder the hull is solid

laminate, and above that is divinycell foam core.

Everything is vacuum-

infused using vinylester

resin, saving over half a

tonne compared to hand

lay up. e keel matrix is

fully laminated into the

hull — Saare didn't want a

steel frame which could

corrode — while all

bulkheads are structural

and laminated in.

Non-structural joinery is

honeycomb-cored with

solid wood veneers to

keep weight down.
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VERDICT

This boat sets out to be a proper, take-you-

anywhere cruising boat, whether coastal,

offshore or blue-water. Certainly, she is easily

handled by a shorthanded crew, and can be lived

aboard in great comfort for extended periods.

She also sails properly, right across the wind

range, and the yard have aimed to build her

properly. As the owners say, ‘We set out to build
Kk boats the right way, and it will cost what it costs.’

That's not how you build cheap boats, but it is

how you build good boats.

This isn’t no planing sports boats, which is

just as well for most blue-water cruisers. She

is, however, a light, fast and efficient boat

that is responsive, perfectly well mannered

le,and consistently quick, at least in the light to

kimoderate airs | sailed her in. The fact that the
hull'is so slippery and easily driven is a good
sign, and the narrow, deep hull, massive ballast
and balanced shape should make her good in a
blow and well able to cope with a cruising load,
while the rig and deck layout will look after you.

WOULD SHE SUIT YOU AND YOUR CH

Saare yachts are highly customisable. The

hull shape may be fixed, and there are some
standard options, but because the boat is

built by hand in small numbers, pretty much
everything can be changed, for a price. If this is
the kind of boat you are looking for, you can
work with the builders to turn a beautiful boat
into one that is uniquely yours.

This is not a cheap boat, but it isn’t out of line
with her competitors, most of which offer far
fewer options to mould her into the boat of your
dreams whilst charging just as much if not more.
If you're buying a luxury cruising yacht, you need
to sail a Saare before making your choice.

PROS

Stunning boat
beautifully built
Highly
customisable
layout
Quick, but good
load carrying
capacity

CONS

Engine water
strainer not easily
accessible
Not quite sitting
headroom in aft

berth
More conservative
style than some

FACTS AND
FIGURES
PRICE AS TESTED
£1m - £1.1m inc VAT
LOA
14.28m / 46ft 10in
LWL
12.55m / 41ft 2in
BEAM
4.20m / 13ft 9in
DRAUGHT
2.20m / 7ft 3in
(2.00m / 6ft 7in)
DISP13,000kg /
28,660Ib
BALLASTlead)
5,050kg / 11,133Ib
SAIL AREA
110m/ 1,184 sq ft
SA/DISP 20.2
BAL/DISP RATIO
39%
DISP/LENGTEB3.5
*EVWENGINES hp
AIRDRAUGHT
21.55 m / 70ft 8in
WATER
503L /111 Gal
(+ opt 300L/66Gal)
DIESEL
392L / 86Gal
(+ opt 300L/66Gal)
RCDA
DESIGNBERarl-
Johan Strahimann
BUILDER
Saare Yachts
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