
















FACTS AND 
FIGURES

PRICE AS TESTED
€800,000 inc VAT

(ca. 681,000 inc VAT)
LOA

12.50m / 41ft 0in
LWL

11.20m / 36ft 9in
BEAM

3.92m/ 12ft 10in
DRAUGHT

2.00m / 6ft 7in 
(1.80m / 5ft 11in�Š
DISPLACEMENT

9,300kg /
 20,503 lbs
BALLAST

3,900kg / 8598 lbs
SAIL AREA

87.60m2 / 943 sq ft
BAL/DISP RATIO 

42%
DISP/LENGTH183.6

SA/D RATIO 20.2
ENGINEVolvo 50hp

TRANSMISSION
Saildrive
WATER

330L / 73 gal
 (+100L / 22 gal�Š

FUEL
310L / 68 gal

 (+100L / 22 gal�Š
RCD CATEGORYA
DESIGNERKarl-

Johan Strählmann
BUILDER

Saare Yachts
WEBSITE

saare-yachts.com

didn’t have chance to see if there was a limit to her 
grip, she’ll talk to you about how things are feeling 
long before you get close to that. What really struck 
me was the boat’s acceleration in every little gust, like 
a large touring car surging ahead in response to the 
accelerator, while she held her way in the lulls. � is is 
no twitchy race boat, but saving over half a tonne in 
her construction and a modest displacement of 9 
tonnes means this is an exceptionally slippery and 
easily driven hull. All of which can be enjoyed from a 
comfortable and protected helming position. It only 
lacked foot-chocks for the helm, as these had yet to be 
added to � t her new owner precisely. 

Sail controls were easily to hand, with a pair of 
powered winches on each side just ahead of the 
helm, each dedicated to one sheet only, so there’s 
no fa�  ng with switching between lines. � e four-to-
one German mainsheet was light enough to mostly 
control by hand. Halyards are handled by a single 
powered winch under the sprayhood (the other is 
manual but can be used as a de� ector), but a button 
on the helm console means that once you’ve loaded 
up the winch, you can step back to watch what you’re 
doing at the masthead. 

SECURE FOR SEA
� e targa arch from which the sprayhood sets also 
anchors the mainsheet; there’s no traveller (though it’s 
an option) but the height allows the boom to be 
centred easily without one. It’s a feature that 
contributes to the feeling of security in this deep 
cockpit, supported by a � xed glass windscreen, deep 
coamings and an enclosed transom. Inside these 
lockers was a novel stowage for a hard valise lifera� , 
which is launched over the stern via curved rails 
when a toggle is pulled, popping a hatch in the 
transom open. Other stowage is plentiful, both in the 
lazarettes, in the sole-depth rope locker to port, the 
top access to the technical room to starboard, and the 
cavernous forepeak aba�  the anchor locker.

On deck, moving about is aided by lots of 
handholds on the arch and windscreen, rails all the 
way to the forward end of coachroof, wide side decks 
inside teak-topped bulwarks, and inboard chainplates. 
Coachroof-mounted jib tracks and below-deck 
furling help keep the decks clear. At the bow, an 
open pulpit and a stainless-and-wood bow platform 
houses the anchor and a folding ladder, making it 
easy to board your pride and joy via the bow.

SAARE 41.2
THE TEST VERDICT
Any number of Scandinavian yards promise 
serious cruising boats with decent performance 
and a high quality of finish. Some of these have 
embraced modernity with beamy hulls and twin 
rudders, some aim for the performance end of 
the market, while others have grown heavy with 
luxury. Somehow, the Saare 41.2 has sliced its 
way through the competition to deliver a boat 
that is at once light enough to be a delight to 
sail, solid enough to be reassuringly tough 
offshore, and one in which a couple could cruise 
indefinitely in absolute comfort. A combination 
of modern construction techniques, traditional 
craftsmanship, a ballast ratio of 42% and a 
generous 88m2 spread of canvas, produces a 
boat that, while conservatively understated in 
appearance, will take some beating on the water.

WOULD SHE SUIT YOU & YOUR CREW? 
This is not a boat, or yard, that cares about fads 
and fashions, but about sustainable, long-term, 
good quality boat building, refining each detail 
to produce a boat on which everything hangs 
together just as it should. If you are after two 
large guest cabins in a beamy stern and plenty of 
sunbathing space on deck, then this boat isn’t 
for you. If, however, you want a boat that is an 
unusual delight to helm and whose easily-driven 
hull will wipe the floor with most other boats her 
size without a sense of dread whenever a gust 
approaches, then this could be the boat for you. 
While she isn’t cheap, she is no more expensive 
than many boats built to a lower standard and 
with far less flexibility to customise her into your 
very own boat. It would be bold of me to call this 
the ultimate cruising boat, but to my mind Saare 
has got the recipe spot on and the 41.2 must be 
near the top of the list.

PROS
Highly

customisable
Exceptional sailing 

experience
Stunning quality 

throughout

CONS
Less volume 
than modern 
alternatives

Long lead times 
if you buy
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